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KS2 Lesson Plan 

 
Carlo Gatti 

 
 
 
Introduction  
This lesson explores how Carlo Gatti changed how people ate in Victorian London. 
The students will learn what the ice trade was, explain how different this was from 
what came before, and why this was an important change for ordinary people. 
 

Learning Objectives 
 To know what ice was used for. 

 To know what the ice trade was and how this was different to ways people collected ice 
before. 

 To know how the ice trade changed people’s lives in Victorian times. 
 

National Curriculum  
History  

 The pupils will carry out a local study 
English 

 Speaking and listening skills 
 

Differentiation  
 All children will learn that Carlo Gatti brought ice to London.  

 Most children will learn that this changed how people stored food. 

 Some children will learn that the ice trade led to a growth in restaurants and to the ice 
cream trade. 

 
Resources 

1. 1m length of wool 
2. Ball of wool (if possible re-wound into a tight ball for throwing and catching) 
3. Copies of last sheet for all children 
4. Pictures of blue plaques 
5. Pencils  
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Key Vocabulary  
trade 
freezing 
refrigeration 

 

Teaching Activities 
1. Introduction 

Ask the children how they store food at home.  Where do they put it?  How does it stay 
fresh?  Focus them on refrigeration.  What makes the fridge operate?  So what happened 
before electricity? 
 

2. Ball of wool activity 1 
Use a length of wool about a meter long. Choose two people to represent the wealthy 
(who had their own ice houses and had the resources to cut ice from frozen lakes and 
rivers) and get them to pass the wool between themselves holding an end each. Talk 
about how this reflects the fact that because there were no fridges at the time, it was 
hard to stock up on ice and it was expensive and only available to some people. 

 
 

3. Ball of wool activity 2 
Gatti Era - Choose a ‘Carlo Gatti’ to stand at the front of the class with a ball of wool. 3. 
Now choose a restaurant owner, two wealthy people, and the rest of the class to be 
working class people. 

 
4. Explain about the Blue Plaque scheme https://www.english-heritage.org.uk/visit/blue-

plaques/ and ask the children to create a blue plaque for Carlo Gatti. 
 

5. Plenary 
Ask children to share their Blue Plaques and explain the importance of Carlo Gatti. 
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